78                     REGENT'S SPEECH.

" ( We have now met, headmen and brethren,
to perform a great duty, and to exercise a great
privilege. It becomes our duty to elect a successor
to our vacant throne, " the cry" (i. e. the mourn-
ing) being about to close. We have now no king ;
if we look to his hearth, there is no one there; if
we call upon our king, no one answers; thus are
we, as children without a father; as a family with-
out a head; whom then shall we choose to sit in
the seat of our late venerable king ? Who shall walk
in the footsteps of him, whose sayings were the
sayings of wisdom, and out of whose mouth pro-
ceeded justice : whom, I say, shall we elect, but
his own son,*" who listened to him when alive, and
who will not forget him now that he is dead ?

" c You have long known this person; and you
know that he will not bring disgrace upon your
choice ; but that he will do those things which a
King of the Boollams ought to do ; that he will
discourage wickedness, encourage the righteous,
and do justice to all men ; I therefore propose that
John Macaulay Wilson be elected King of the
Boollams. 'f The speaker of the above was an
old man, highly respected by all classes, named,
' Nain Banna.' It becomes his duty, immediately

* Meaning that the late king loved him as a son.
f It is but right to state, that the above speech was 'read over
itence by sentence, to the person who spoke it, and that he de-
ed it to be almost literally reported, and seemed much astonished
it could have been taken down.